. Comparison of human-and bovine-specific Taqman miRNA-16 assays on cattle samples (1-6) and human synthetic miRNA-16. The human (hsa) and cattle (bta) mature miRNA-16(b) sequences differ by one nucleotide in that the 3' terminal guanine is absent in cattle. Reverse transcription and real time PCR was performed in triplicate on a range of cattle tissues at different concentrations and on synthetic human miRNA16 using assays designed for the human and cattle forms of miRNA (Life Technologies, Auckland, NZ). The CTs are shown and are not significantly different lending further support to the feasibility of using assays against miRNA differing by the addition or deletion of one nucleotide at the 3 prime terminus.

